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Tatyana Terzopoulos — Award Winning Dedication to Kids TV
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What started off as a school project for Tatyana Terzopoulos has
ended up becoming an award winning and career making decision
for this young and aspiring writer and producer. This past summer,
Tatyana Terzopoulos was the proud recipient of the 2005 Wamer
Bros. Canada Banff Mentorship Award, which granted her a festival
bursary and also provided her the opportunity to be mentored for
three months by one of Canada'’s leading broadcast executives,
Loren Mawhinney. This award was presented in partnership with
the Women in Film and Television organization in Toronto (WIFT-T),
allowing Tatyana to develop business and creative opportunities at
the Banff World Television Festival.

As things don't necessarily happen over night in the Television
Industry, Tatyana and her partner in production were able to
present one of the three documentary series they have created
called Fortune’s Game at the Banff World Television Festival. This
children’s documentary is set up as a mythological game world
ruled by the Goddess Fortuna (Lady Luck), and has two teens
aiming to free a trapped friend through live high-stakes adventure-
races, The benefit of attending events like the festival in Banff,
through a mentorship award, is that it gave her the opportunity
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to get international feedback and an understanding of what
the children’s television market is looking for. Fortune’s Game is
Tatyana's dream project and having this opportunity made people
realize how serious she was about getting into children’s television
programming. In Canada, there is not a lot of money or room for
risk in this industry, 5o making connections through this event, as
well as direction through her mentor, has worked in her favour,
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Constadina Zarokosta

Autd mouw Eexivoe we mavemaTtnpakr epyacia yia v Tatyana
Terzopoulos, kateAnge va yivel n emayysApanEn Kivnon nou Spepe
yprpa kol 66Ea o autrv ™ veapn kal puhodoln ouyypagpéa Kai
napaywyd. To kakokaipt mou mépace, n Tatyana Terzopoulos
BpapedTnke pe To Warner Bros. Canada Banff Mentorship Award
yia 1o 2005, To onoio g eEoopdhoEe pia unotpogia, akhd kal Ty
eukapiova paBnredos yia Tpel; prves kovtd otn Loren Mawhinney,
£V0 amo Ta NETIKAG OTEAEXN OTo ¥wpo ¢ Tnhedpaons. To Bpafeio
auTtd anoveprBnke g ouvepyaoia pe TNy opyavworn Women in
Film and Television in Toronto (WIFT-T), emrpénovrac otnv Tatyana
va G'JCII'IIU}{HEI EnlI:E'.p'l'”.lfl'l 1KQ B W {Sr]l.“ﬂl.lrl"'r'r]{jfl F_U)LIJIPIEI" OTo
miaicwo Tou Banff World Television Festival,

KaBueg n enmuyio Sev épyetal v pia vukti oTo YWwpo g
Tniheommkrg Biopnyoviag, n Tatyana ko o ouvETaipos Tng oty
napoywyr Prdpesav va napoudiaocouy oto Banff World Television
Festival povo T pia and T TpEl; CEIPES VTOKIPNOVTED MOU Exouy
Gnurovpyrioel pe Tov Titho Forfunes Game. Mpokemm yia éva
VIOKIPOVTER yia molid pe T popp nagvibiol oF évay kGopo
Hubs, Tov onoio efouoalel n Sed Fortuna (Bed Toyn), dnou So
epnfol mpoonabolv va aneheuBepiioouy dvav naySeupdvo gilo

industry makes you an asset, as paf::ple
cultural background since it provides

a different perspective on things"

TOUC, MECO QTG MEPIMETEIEG PE Eviovn Tnv aioBnon Tou kviivou,
H Tatyana fjtav Tuxepr ToU OUPHETEIXE 0To peoTiPal, kol paloTa
¥apn oe éva Ppafeio mow g efnopahle Tn poBnreia, yati eie
ETO1 TNV EUKQIpia va akOUOEI amaer; an’ oho TOV KOOHO YIa T
Souheid autr, ahMd kKm va katavorios T eival autd mou {nTd n
ayopda tng naidikrc Tnhedpaons. H ceipd Forfunes Game amotehel
10 OveElpD TNE Tatyana kan autry n evkaipia mou tne Sd8nke va 1o
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Now, it's a matter of building potential partnerships from the  mapouocificer éxave modholg va cuveilbnronoufoouy 4T n npoonaded
networking she did in Banff, e va aoxohnBel evepya pe tnv madikn mAsdpacn elval cofapn.

Erov Kovadda, Ta ypripara f Ta nepiBmpa yia avaindn kiviinvwy oto
Tatyana's love of kids programming is what helped her recelve this  xwpo autd eivar neplopiopéva, Yi' autd o emapéc mou Snuiolpynios
prestigious award. In 2001, her final year as a student of Radic  péoa and autd to yeyovdc kabue kai n kaBodynon nou siye and
and Television Arts at Toronto's Ryerson University, she, along with  pévtopa e frav npog Sgpelds e Twpa, Ta navia efaptavTal and
three classmates, honed in on the reality TV craze at the time and  1n Snpuoupyia Suvapikiy oUVERYQTIDY HEOG amd TIC ENQPES IOV EKaVE
thought up a pilot . o1 geoTIfal.
program thatinvolved | WAS great working on the Greek program,

children. Their brain- H ayann tng Tatyana yia ta

childwscaneaswap. aNd having that community behind me when | SEFTHE Saererets
TV, which takes two | was gﬂtting E.}tar-ted was good" YOPIOE autd TO MOAITING

kids, one from the Bpafeio. To 2001, drav
city the other from the country, and swap lives for a weekend to.  ritav oto Tehevtalo érog omouduv Tou Tufpotog  Padioguwikiy
see what life is like in the other’s shoes. The city kid did things like ka1 Tnheonmikiw Texwiv oto Navemoriue Ryerson tou Topdvio,
chasing sheep and milking cows, the country kid learned how to i kan TpeE, ouppontnTés ng Snuiodpynoav, péoa otnv Tpéha
climb a wall and hang out in a city kid's environment. They YIC TA PIAMTI GO0V TTOU EMKPATOUoE EKEVN TNV Enoyr, £va mMAOTIKS
presented their program to TVOntario who npdypappa mow agopolos Ty maidixn nAikia. To dnuolpynud Towg
ordered a series. Fresh out £lye 1o dvopa SWAP-TV kai £ixe va kaver pe Glo madid, mou 1o éva
of school, the four stu- {odos otnv ndAn kai to deo oty inaBpo. Ta nadid avidalacoay
dents needed a produc- Tpono fwric yia éva cafifatoxipiako pe oxond va Buoce to kabiva
tion company to sell their pia Sapopenxn epnepio. To madi e nding kuvnyolos npofara
series, which required funds Kol apueye ayehadeg, v 1o madi TR unaiBpou pdbave va (o oto
they didn't have. TVOntar- nepifaihov Tou mabol Tng noAne. NMapouciacav 1o Npdypappd
io suggested they sell their Toug otov Tnheonmkd otabud TVOntario, mou mapdyyehe pia
rights to get another series celpd enegobion. 01 TESOEDIC POITNTES MOU WOAIE Eiyav TEAEWDOEL
to happen, which they did, to TN OXOAN TOUC EiOV avaykn amd pia ETapsia mapaywyrs mou
Breakthrough Films, allowing o mpowbolae T CEIpd Toug, N onoia yia va npaypatonoinBel
Tatyana's team to produce 39 anamoloE mopoug mou o1 Giol 5 SiEBerav. O TVOntario Toug
episodes. In 2004, Terzopoulos MpdTEVE wa mouhnoouy Ta dikamopara g oepac. Mpaypan, n
E and her team received a Gemini eraipeia Breakthrough Films ayopacs Ta SiKaipara Kol £161 n
Award (Canadas excellence in opdada Tng Tatyana gixe Tnv eukaipia va yupioel 39 encioddia.
television award) for SWAPTV To 2004 n Terzopoulos km o ouvepydte e BpaBeoTnrav
that was co-created and co-pro- pE T Siarpion Gemini Award (n avitepn SiGkplon oTo YWPo
duced for TVOntario. Other awards 5 TNAEOpAONC) yia TN oEpd SWAP-TV, Tnc onolag i Snpovpyia kal
Tatyana received include the 2002 Alliance for n mopaywyr £yive and kool yia To TVOntario. Avapsoa oe alla
Children and Television Special Jury Award for SWAP-TV and a  [PpaPeia ta omoia £hafs n Tatyana ival 1o Alliance for Children and
2001 Academy of Cinema and Television Apprenticeship Program  Television Special Jury Award yia to SWAP-TV 1o 2002 kai To Academy
Award. of Cinema and Television Apprenticeship Program Award to 2001,

A life of television production appears to have always been O Spopog Tng Tatyana galveral va v ofnyolos avixaBev
the path meant for Tatyana. She first developed interest in o OoTo XWPo TG TnAEonmkfc mapaywyrc. Na
television production from the time she was 16 and did work npwtn @opd ExGRMOOE  OXETIKG
for the Greek Community of Toronto's television program on evbiapEpov gE nikia 16 ypoviy,
OMMNI-TV. This was her doorway into this industry and left dTav EpYAoTNKE OTO MpdyPappa Tou
herwith a greatimpression. Before then she always thought AEonTIKOY oTaBuol Tng EAAMVIKNC
she would be a journalist or news reporter, but working Kowotnrag tou Topdvio OMMNITV.
on OMNI let her get a taste of the production and story- AUTO TG AvoLEe TNV MTORTA OTO XWPO TNE
telling side in the editing room. “It was great working on TNAEOTTIKAS NApaywyTic Kal TG ApnoE
the Greek program, and having that community behind Ti, KOMTEPEC Eviumwos. Npiv amd
me when | was getting started was good,” says Tatyana. Vv epmeipia autr, mavra mioteve 611 Ba

yivdTav Snuocioypdpoc 1y apBpoypdpoc,

woTooo n 8nteia TR otov OMMNI Tng £6waE
TNV EUKaipla va mapel g yeoon and v
MapayWyr) KoL TV ERmEpia TS ouyypagnic.
«H gumElpia pou oTov EAANVIKS TNAEOTTIKG

“It's not the career path most Greeks | know choose to

doSremarked Tatyana. Her parents did give hera hard

time at first, not understanding why she didn't want
toworkup the corporate ladder. 5he can understand
any other person wanting to get into this industry orafpd fArav omoudaia kal n ompén ™E
who may have parents that don't want them to pursue KOWATATAC OTav £xava Ta mpwTta pou Brpara,
i “Your parents aren't going to have a clue. but if it's your passion fitav moAUTipns, Aé£l n Tatyana.

just do it] she concluded. When Tatyana's parents saw how much

went into television production outside of regular work hours, the 01 nepiocdtepo EAnvee mouw Efpw & Ba émaipvav moté a Téroa
great amount of work she brought home to develop ideas, as well  andgaon yia To péhhov Toucs, emonuaiver n Tatyana, Emnyv apyri ot
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as very little stability when it comes to constant projects that she
may or may not get paid for, they couldn't understand why she
would stick to it. But then they saw her on TV for the first time
(OMRNI-TV) and they realized she was taking it seriously and wasn't
just running around having a good time because of the glamour
sometimes associated to TV. They finally accepted it. Ironically, not
having that 100% support )

from her parents at the «H EUHE;'P'a UUU
early stages pushed her to
be more aggressive; and

thAeontikd otadpd fitav onoubaia Kal

£ Va KaTavorgouy Trv apvnon

C VO EPYOOTEL Kai va avappiynbel omnv Emeipnuankn Epapyia.

el va katardPel kanowy mow BEREN va UMEN 0F aUTH TO XWPo, akkd

¢ Tow npoonabolv va Tov anotpéouy. «01 yoveic cou oiyoupa
Sev E£pouv and autd, akha av autd eival To naBog oo, TOTE Npoywpas,
emonpaive.  Otav o1 yoveic g Tatyana éphemav TIC wWpeC mou
/4 OQIEPWVE TNV TNAEGPaOT) NEpa

orov E';:l'?tr-lv'KD and 1o KOVOVIKG Tng wpdpio,

oml Emaipve ToRAN Soudsid yia

0 omin, kabwe emionc kKal

work at doing better work N ULﬁPEE;ﬂ '[:.k‘l(; KO]V{{)EI’]EQQT éﬂﬂ"f éK,ﬂva OyETIRT QoTABED oV avahngn

in TV production.

Tatyana's father, although born and raised in Athens, has Pontian
roots and her mother is Polish. The craziness of the television
industry doesn't give her much time to stay in touch with her roots,
but coming from a multicultural background has actually become
quite helpful to her in
the television industry.
“Being multicultural in
this industry makes you
an asset, as people are
often interested in my
multi-cultural background
since it provides a different
perspective  on  things,”
she notes. It's also helped
her with her creativity
in her upcoming series
Fortune’s Game, which is
loosely based on Greek
mythology.

Currently at 26 years old,
Tatyana has created her
own company, Be Tween
Productions, and is writing
for a new Kkids show,
Naturally Sadie, which airs
in the UK and will be aired
on Family Channel and
Disney this fall in Canada.
The main character, Sadie,
looks at all the people
in her life as if they were
animals in the jungle.
Tatyana also wrote an 11-
minute episode for YTV
for a fun new series called
Captain Flamingo.

Tatyana chose kids
programming mostly
because she sees herself
as a kid at heart, and that
it also allows her more J-Jl

creativity and imagination.

"My parents ask me why I'm so silly all the time and | tell them that
it's keeping me young,” she says. Being creative on a daily basis
is also a luxury to her and she knows it is a rare quality in other
mainstream jobs. Some adults who have seen her shows have
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Ba MARQUWAVOTON, QlUNaTOUCaV
natl tng Apece Too0 mokl, Metd, dpwe, v ibav va

eppavileTa v oidvn Tne TAEOpacns yia mpwtn gopd (OMNI-TV)

K1l (‘.I.".-‘I:'E-r'|1-.3l‘1::'.r'|..'(l'.' OTI ETTQIPVE TN IﬁC-l.,l.;'lEi_l,'l g oTa I_,"",_I:SC]:)IH KL OT1

dev mijyave anMic yia va kepdioel pépoc and T 56Ea mou molhéc

popéc yapifen n mAsdpaon.
Ito téhog, To anodeymnray. To
EVTUMLIaKD EVal OTL E-"I-EI{‘SIH

¥

oTa npwta NS Pripara Gev eiye
v NAhpn  umooThpEn T
yOoVIY TN, EYIVE Mo EmBETIK
HE okomd T Bektiwon nC
EMdoaNs e OT0 XWpo Twv

TNAEOTITIKIWY OOy,

O marépag tng Tatyana, map'dho
Mou YEVWAENKE KOl PEYAMUOE
otnv ABrjva, katdyeTal and Tov
MNévTo evw N UNTEpa TG Eival
Nokwvrl. O eviamikoe puBpog
Epyaciac OV TRAEONTID
Popnyavia Sev e aprivel
nokl ypovo EAe0BEpo v va
epBeL o Emagr e TIC pileEC TG,
adhd To mOAUTOMTICMIKG TNG
undfabpo ™ Borynoe moll
otn Soukew T «To va Exeig
MOAUTTORTIOMIKG unofabpo
OT0 Xwpo autd, oou yapilsl
Eva MAECOVE KT, kaBwe
ouyva Bewpeitar om cow Siver
m Suvardtnra va Bhémec Ta
npaypara and  SIaQOopETIKES
onTikés  yuwiecs,  SnAwveL
Autd  evioyuoe emiong TN
SnuoupyIKGTNTA TG oTn OEIpd
e Fortune’s Game, n onoia
Baoilera, kord kamowo Tpomo,
ot ALK puBodoyio.

If nhkia 26 eTwy ofueEpa, n)
Tatyana Exer Snuoupyroer Tn
dukry g eTanpeia, Tv Be Tween
Productions, kal ypapel g
kawvoOpyia moidikn oeipd pE
TitAo Maturally Sadie, n omoia npofdAieran otn M. Bpetavia kol autd 1o
gBndmuwpo Ba npofiinBel otov Kavadd, otoug tnheonmikols otabuois
Family Channel km Disney. H xevtpr) npwida tng osipag n Sadie,
BAéner Ghoug Toug avBpwmoue otn {wh Tng cav {wa tnc Jolykhac. H
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noted how inspiring and refreshing it is to see kids in
awe of everything she opens their minds to, whereas
when we are older we start to give ourselves restriction.
The best thing about Tatyana is not only does she keep
herself young through her work with kids, but she also
helps adults come back to their roots in wholesome
television.
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Tatyana chose kids programming mostly

Tatyana £xe1 ypayel enione kal éva evbexdhento enaioddio via 1o
orabud YTV, oto mhaicio piag kavolpyiag puyaywyikig oeipdc

nou ovepdderal Captain Flamingo.

H Tatyana enmeiefe v nawbikr] hedpaon, kupiwe yiati Bewpei
om kat n ida, kata Babog eivan éva mardi kol autd TN BonBa va
Giatnpei ™ SnuovpyiKoTTa Kal T eavtadia Tne eAsuBepr. o0
yOovEIC pou pE pwrolyv yiaTl kdvw cuvexws nolaBopdpeg Kol ey
TOUS aQmaviw OTi Eival Kamn mou JE Kpatdel veéas, Aéel.  Emionc,
Bewpei mohutEkela To yEyovog Om unopel oe kaBnpepivr Baon va
Kavel kam Snuovpyikd, yiom ywwpilel o1 kan Tétoie oupPaive
ondvia o AkAeg Souvdsifc pe peyain qmnon. O eviMkol Beatéc
T EKTIOUTTWY TNG EMonuaivouy OT pévouy EXmAnktol BAEmovTac
ta nandid payepéva pe onbinote Tows amoxkadlnter n Tatyana
HE fwvrdwia kai '-R-‘T'II-'lUL?I'.'I"r'lK:.J[ﬂT(L av Kal Eival YWwaTO OT1 000
MEYQAMUVEI KaVEIC Ol MEpIopLOpol yivovTal oAoEva Kal MEMIOOOTEROL
To mo onpavnikd eival o1 i Tatyana wkotagépvel Oy pdvo va
nmapapeivel via péoa amd tTn SoulEld TNC pE Ta mandid, adhd dmi
BonBdel kal Toug evipkeg va Eavafpolv nig pilec Toug pdoa and
WepeAia TRAEOTMIKG MpoypapaTa,
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because she sees herself as a kid at \

heart, and that it also allows her more &

creativity and imagination.

H Tatyana enéAete thv naibikf| thAebpaon,
kuplwg yiati dewpel ot kal 1 16ia, kata
padog, eival éva naibi kai autd tr Ponda
va Biathpel tn SnpioupyikéTita Kal T

avracia tng eAeddepn,
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